[Connatal endocrine disorders caused by receptor defects].
Since the description in 1942 of pseudohypoparathyroidism by Albright et al. hormone resistances have been documented for several peptide and steroid hormones as well as the thyroid hormones. Some of these diseases appear to be acquired while others are genetic. The hormone unresponsiveness may be complete or partial and may involve multiple hormone systems, as demonstrated in pseudohypoparathyroidism type I. Hormone resistances are characterized by hypofunction of hormone systems combined with a normal or even high secretion of the particular hormones. The connatal endocrinopathies where receptor defects have been implicated are reviewed.